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Pregnant women to get HIN1 vaccinations first

TRIPLER ARMY MEDICAL CENTER -- Until Hawaii gets a lot more H1N1 flu vaccine
doses, military and civilian doctors in Hawaii are focusing their attention on giving HIN1
flu shots to pregnant women.

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has identified pregnant women as being among
those with the highest risk for grave complications if they get the flu.

As of last week, Hawaii received about 60,000 doses of the injectable form of the HIN1
vaccine. According to the CDC (www.cdc.gov), drug companies shipped about 12
million doses nationwide. Hawaii, like all states, is receiving its vaccine quantities in
proportion to its share of the total population.

“We've been given permission to vaccinate pregnant active duty military personnel, but
we currently have very limited vaccine quantities,” said Col. (Dr.) Michael Sigmon,
preventive medicine chief for the Army’s Pacific Regional Medical Command and
Tripler Army Medical Center.

Oahu military clinics planned to first vaccinate all health care workers with direct patient
care, but are changing plans because of the current situation. Sigmon urged pregnant
women to contact their health care providers about getting the HIN1 flu shot. He also
urged all to be alert to news reports and announcements of vaccine availability and shot
clinics as they are scheduled. Updated information is on the Tripler Army Medical
Center’s “Fight the Flu” webpage (www.tamc.amedd.army.mil).

Over the next few months, all those who want the HIN1 vaccine in the United States will
be able to get it. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, which is directing
the national H1N1 vaccination program, has ordered a total of 250 million doses of the
vaccine in various nasal spray and injectable forms.
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