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Big changes are coming to the Anuenue Café. Nutrition Care will be adding a 3rd week to the current menu
rotation June 14, 2011. The menu has not had signi cant updates or changes since the late 1990’s. Our 
customers have asked for changes and more variety in our menu cycle and we hope to exceed customer and
patient expectations with these menu additions. The new menu will feature more progressive cooking, a
variety of new soups, original and local recipes, and Eastern & Asian Cuisine.

Surgeon General visits Tripler

Maj. Taylor Sawyer, Tripler Army Medical Center Director of Medical Simulation, explains the SimNewB
training tool to Army Surgeon General Lt. Gen. Eric B. Schoomaker. The SimNewB is a new born simulation
device that allows medical personnel the opportunity to train, learn, and adapt to simulated life threatening con-
ditions suffered by new born babies. Photo by Terrance Bandy.



Pacific Regional Medical Command's
Sergeant Audie Murphy Chapter

Would like to cordially invite you to celebrate the
birthday and life of the highest decorated Soldier in

US Army History, Audie Leon Murphy.

Date: June 20, 2011 Time: 12:30 pm

Location: Kyser Auditorium, Tripler Army Medical Center

Agenda: A short brief of Audie Murphy's life service and the
Club will be given followed by cake and the playing of his most
famous movie depicting his life story. "To Hell and Back"





Interested in furthering your professional education?
     Army Nurse Corps of cers interested in furthering 
their professional education may apply for selection
to attend Long Term Health Education and Training
(LTHET) graduate programs.
     If selected by the LTHET Board and quali ed aca-
demically for admission, of cers will be given the op-
portunity to be fully funded to attend graduate school

as full-time students.
     All of cers attending LTHET will receive all pay 
and bene ts while in school, regardless of the pro-
gram.

LTHET INFORMATIONAL SESSION WILL BE
HELD June 16 at 8 am in room 5a026, OB/GYN Con-
ference Room, 5th Floor, A Wing.





Chaplain Thought of the Week: Greatness
Chaplain (Col.) Sherman Baker
Command Chaplain, PRMC

A Time magazine article asked why so many women in today’s society choose not to marry. Author Melissa
Bank spelled out the answer in clear terms. She wrote, “let’s face it. You don’t just want a man in your life.
You only want a great man in your life.” Of course, the de nition of “great” might mean different things to dif-
ferent people. Yet the Bible teaches that true greatness is a result of being approved and blessed by God.
     Psalm 112 gives an extensive de nition of a blessed man or a blessed woman; those who enjoy the approval 
of God. Here are just a few of those character qualities. The psalmist tells us that blessed people fear the Lord,
they  nd delight in God’s commands, they are righteous and generous, and they have a steadfast trust in God.  
These are the marks of a truly great person. This would be an effective checklist for all of us as we strive to live
as God would have us live.



     The Army Community Service (ACS) Shafter of ce conducts a free all-day circle island tour the third Sat-
urday of each month for newly assigned Soldiers, civilian employees, and Family members who have PCS’d to
Hawaii within the last six months prior to the tour dates.

The tour costs at least a $75.00 if you sign up in Waikiki! The next tour is scheduled for June 18. Call 438-
9285 by June 13 to sign up and obtain more information about the tour.

If you are interested in participating in the free tour, you can also send a message to michael.tanigawa@
us.army.mil to request a tour brochure and directions to the pickup point at Shafter Flats.

FREE ALL DAY CIRCLE ISLAND TOUR

Courtesy of the FEDS HIRE FEDS, there will be a
Virtual Career Fair for Veterans being held June 23,
2011 sponsored by Milcruit, the Miltary Of cers As-
sociation of America and partners.

The fair is designed to bring veteran friendly public
and private employers, veterans and spouses together
as if in person, but from the comfort and convenience

Virtual Career Fair for vets
of their home or of ce. 

Veterans/ Jobseekers can register and enter the en-
vironment to visit employer booths, chat with recruit-
ers, view/apply for jobs, and chat with peers in the
networking lounge.

Participation is free for jobseekers . Register at:
http://www.veteranscareerfair.com/

The 2011 Federal Long Term
Care Insurance Program Open Sea-
son ends on June 24, 2011: Apply
today! It is a great time to apply for
coverage under the Federal Long
Term Care Insurance Program
(FLTCIP). The FLTCIP is adminis-
tered by Long Term Care Partners.
It is underwritten by John Hancock
Life & Health Insurance Company

under a contract with the U.S. Of-
 ce of Personnel Management.

Do not miss out on this abbrevi-
ated underwriting opportunity! This
is the  rst abbreviated underwrit-
ing opportunity (applicants answer
fewer health questions) for new
applicants since 2002.

After June 24, 2011, you will
generally need to undergo full un-

derwriting.
The 2011 FLTCIP Open Season

offers abbreviated underwriting
for certain eligible members of the
Federal family.

Visit www.LTCFEDS.com/eli-
gibility/ to see if you are eligible
to apply with abbreviated under-
writing during the FLTCIP Open
Season.

2011 FGLI Open Season ending soon







Do you have something exciting going on in your department?
Would you like to get your story out? Special event go untold in the
Scho eld and TAMC areas that other may  nd news worthy. So if 
you have something to say, contact Jan Clark at 808-433-2809.

New procedure offers alternative
thyroid surgery to Tripler patients
Nick Spinelli
TAMC Public Affairs

Surgeons at Tripler Army Medical Center
have completed their third robot assisted thy-
roidectomy. The new procedure reduces scar-
ring in patients and is viewed as an alternative
for those eligible.

“Traditionally, in order to perform a thy-
roidectomy, the surgeon would make a four to
eight centimeter incision in the neck, which
leaves a pretty noticeable scar,” Lt. Col. Chris-
topher Klem, one of the TAMC surgeons
trained on the procedure, said.

The robot assisted surgery instead makes a
six centimeter incision in the patient’s armpit,
resulting in a smaller scar in a less noticeable
area. The procedure has been primarily popu-
larized in Korea and only recently spread to
US with about 20 surgeons currently perform-
ing procedure, none of whom have completed
more than 30.

The Da Vinci system is the only robot com-
mercially available for the procedure and runs
roughly 1-2 million dollars. It utilizes four
arms – one with a camera and three with surgi-
cal instruments – all of which possess greater
dexterity than human hands. For this reason,
Klem says the system is already accepted all
over the country in use with prostate, GYN,
and cardiac surgeries. Thyroid surgery is just

the latest use.
Cynthis Boone had her thyroid surgery us-

ing the Da Vinci system May 18.
“I was very excited,” she said. “I knew they

hadn’t had a lot of experience yet, but I asked
around, and I became very con dant about 
their abilities.”

Klem said the abilities are hard one as the
training to use the system is very detailed. At
 rst glance, the system looks somewhat like 
a video game. The surgeon controls the robot
from a console where he watches the camera
through a monitor. At all times, a technician is
on hand.

“Training takes over several months and
includes different classes in various locations
around the country. It’s also carefully con-
trolled by the hospital. Even after the training,
there is credentialing criteria that still has to be
met,” Klem said.

Boone said her recovery is going wonder-
ful. She had a follow up appointment last week
and was told everything is healing as expected.
      “I am very satis ed with the procedure and 
the doctors,” she said. “Not only were they
very professional but they were also pleasant
and understanding, which I think was neces-
sary to put me at ease as this was such a new
procedure.”





AMR Youth Sports is in
need of  ve coaches for 
teams, ages 9-14. Contact
Scott Stenstrom at 836-1923
/497-9196 for more informa-
tion.

First Sgt. Maj. coin awarded

First Sgt. Robert Nelson, TAMC Alpha Company, was the  rst recipient of Command Sgt. Maj. 
Franklin’s new coin. Nelson, who was just promoted to master sergeant and will soon transfer to
Fort Bliss, helped to design the coin. Franklin felt it only fair Nelson be the  rst to receive the 
coin as he is, “always the  rst to step in and assist, regardless of the situation.”
Photo by Jan Clark












